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ANNEX: BOOKREVIEW

THEODORE M. LUDWIG
(Valparaiso University)

From: ‘History of Religions’. Chicago 1983/3, p. 89-92

Among the fascinating aspects of folk Shinto in Japanese Vvillages
today is the great variety of local cultic practices involving the
construction of temporary structures or monuments out of reeds
of bamboo and their | gp in jpstivgls associated with the |oeqg|
shrine. Often they are discarded soon after, o eyen destroyed as
pari of the festival. In interpreting these temporary cultic struc-
tures, ethnographers and scholars of Shinto have usually tried to
associate them with cults of local shrine gods or seasonal agricul-
turat festivals.

Nold Egenter takes a very different and unusual approach to the
interpretation of this facet of folk Shinto, with the result that he
has managed to put forth a host of new suggestions. His inter—

the symbolism of the monuments themselves. Thus he presents

One of Egenter's main theses is that these temporary structures, ward. He finds that the temporary structures are “survivals” of a
when studied objectively in terms of their material and tech- most ancient cultic marking system which used primitive means
niques of construction, will yield important information about the of constructions. Still today these sgme primitive materials are
original layers of Japanese culture and religion. By systematically used: reeds, bamboo, rice straw, and rape. Further, no tools are
identifying the original elements = on the grounds of material and used, only the hands, in the most original sense of "handwaork”.
technique ~ a kind of cultural history can be reconstructed in The resulting cultic structures are temporary characterized by
which many of the ideas about gods and cults of fertility can be their perishability and inflammabilty - and indeed, the events of
seen as later accretions. For, Egenter holds, the cults associated the festival usually lead to the destruction and, often, burning of
with regional or national gods and festivals represent layers of Sh- the monument. From such material and building datg, Egenter

into which have been attached to the autochthonic tradition be-  concludes that these monuments were originally part of a mark-
cause of social or political developments. For this reason, he ing system involving their annual construction in connection with

deals with the cultic structures and accompanying rituals not as
integrated wholes but as agglomerates or accumulations of differ-
ent layers of development.

In unraveling these layers of accumulation and reaching the earli-
est autochothonic layer, Egenter lays down an important meth-

the growth of new materials a practice still found in some areas
of Japan. Itis true that around Omihachiman today these monu-
ments ate constructed for a festival and then immediately de-
stroyed. This can be explained. he feels, through the conflict that
was produced by the introduction of wooden construction from
China, which obviously had no role in the annual cultic cycle. The

odological presupposition: the most ancient circumstances are conflict was resolved by subordinating the temporary monument
est is in the material, the construction tgchniques, the form ang better preserved in the material tradition (Sachtradition) than the to the wooden shrine and by making it even more temporary,

ideal tradition. although of course both are transmitted together.

building it and destroying it in the same festival. thus conflating the

in this book an architectural-ethnological investigation which That is, the actual materials, technique of construction, and cultic annual destruction-renewal cultic proceedings.

seeks 1o understand them not in terms of their elation to other
facets of the Shinto cult but from the point of view of their mater-
al and technical development. This viewpoint, Egenter feels, cat-
cast fresh light on the development of folk culture in Japan from
its earliest stages, freed from impositions of the national cult and
other later religious developments.

Egenter's investigation j5 hased on fieldwork which he did frgm
1972 to 1976, concentrating on temporary cultic structures and

behavior represent a material tradition which tend, at |eastin an
isolated sphere, t0 be passed on relatively unchanged from the
most ancient times. But the people’s interpretation of these struc-
tures and cultic events tends to rationalize the meaning as they
accommodate to the spirit of the times. tying very ancient prac-
tices to new layers of regional and national cults. Egenter thus
feels it is fruitless to ask the local people about the accumulation
of tradition. Rather, the spiritual motivations which stand behind
the most ancient cult are to be recovered from the forms of the

Egenter finds that these monuments can be seen as signs for ter-
ritorial  entities and social groups of ancient times. Thus the monu-

ments can help in reconstructing the settlement history of the wijl-
lages, starting with only a temporary cultic structure in a reed
plain, going through phases of additional family huts and sacred
woods, finally reaching the stage of a permanent wooden shrine
with the temporary structure built in frent of it only during the festi-
val. Egenter draws many conclusions from the form of these cyl-

festivals in the region of Omihachiman near Lake Biwa and in- cullic objects themselves and in the structures of order and tic structures, which is very abstract and geometric. The form

cluding about one hundred surrounding villages. He considers this
naturally bounded area to have preserved an ‘isolated sphere’ in
terms of cultural history and thus to have preserved very ancient
practices side by side with the impositon of more modern ones.

meaning which are expressed in them.

depends strictly on the material and the construction techniques.
The basic form is not simple but membered, combining Dionysiac

As Egenter follows through on this architectural-ethnological and Apollonian elements in a clear dualistic structure. Divided by

method of investigation, some interesting suggestions are put for-

the binding rope, the upper part is flexible, empiy, unlimited, free;
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but the bottom part is stable, compacted. limited. These bundles

is of the opinion that *Religionswissenschaftc as a discipline pro-

of opposite pairs. Egenter holds, represent the most general ¢ceeds from theological presuppositions, and thus it seeks only to
ranks of concepts by which ancient man comprehended the relate these cultic structures to residences of gods or calls them
world. This dualism of the formed and the not-formed plays a fetishes or idols. Because he considers the ideas the people

part also in the accompanying ritual and music; it must therefore

themselves have about the meaning of these structures and ritu-

be the essential "ground-sfructure” of the symbolism, giving the als to be later accumulated layers of interpretation, he discounts

primal sacral meaning to the monument. It is this ‘genetic under-
ground’ based in the form of the cultic construction which then
provides the motivation for the human spirit to compare. anzlo-
gize, and symbolire, producing what Egenter calls ‘relative sym-
bolism™ the various types of anthropomorphic, zoomorphic. myth-
IC, cosmic. sexual, temporal, and numerical symbolism. But. he in-
sists, the symbolizing movement is always from the basic stryc-
ture to the relative symbol. not the other way around. This discov-
€ry. he feels, has implications for the study of all symbolic cre-
ations and, in fact. for searching for the origin of the religious im-
pulse itself.

Amidst this wealth of field data, drawings. diagrams. photos, meth-
odological discussions, and inerprative suggestions, many inter-
esting challenges are found and also, understandably quite a
few questions arise. For example. Egenter's confidence that he
can establish the most ancient or original layer must be called into
questions. He simply states that he will consider the standing, an-
chored monument type as the original. with the others derived
from it. He insists that a type of monuments which is spread over
a larger region is always secondary while the type found only |o-
cally is primary. Any connection with cults of gods or spirits he
likewise always considers secondary to some primordiality spir-
itual motivation implicit in the material and the form of the monu-
ments themselves. Such unsupported methods for asserting pri-
mordidlily raise some doubts about the reliability of his recon-
struction of the accumulated stages of cultural history,

Further, Egenter's view of rgligio-historical research is curious. He

240

the concern of Religionswissenschaft to understand the struc-
tures and rituals at least partially in the context of the people’s
own self-understanding. It is true that Egenters method of sepa-
raling the material tradition from the people’s interpretation of it
can lead to some surprising and challenging results. as witnessed
by Egenter’s own work. and historians of religions could learn
much from this methodology Yet | wish that, along with the rich
and extensive descriptions Egenter provides of the monuments
and cultic activites in these villages, he would glso have included
more details about the villagers’ own interpretation of these an-
clent traditions. In spite of these questions. the book is an impor-
tant addition to research on folk Shinto and ancient Japanese cul-
tural development. The wealth of material presented here should
be valuable to all who are interested in this area.
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Gian-Carlo Cataldi {ed) LE RAGION! DELUABITAREALINEA edi-
trice, Firenze, 1988

1988b

Il modello come mediatore culturale gsterng / Le modéle comme
meédiateur Al'étranger (The model as mediator to the distant): in:
Gian-Carlo Cataldi (ed) *LE RAGIONI DELL'ABITAREALINEA edi-
frice, Firenze, 1988

1988c
Omihachiman The Foundation of a Town: an Ethno-historical
Model: Paper read at the International Symposium Traditional

nar :Architettura in pietra a secco27-30 sept. 1987, University Dwelings and Settlements in a Comparative Perspective 7. 10.

1987b degli Studi di Bari, Bariltalia
Die Zukunft gehort der Theotie. Autbruch zu einer kulturanthropo-
logisch begriindeten Architekturtheorie (The Future belongs to 1987y

Theory Breakthrough to a cultural anthropological Theory of Ar-  Anthropclogie  Archileciurale. Propositions pour des Cows post-
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4. 1988. Center for Environmental Design Research, |Jniv of Cali
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1988d

Le style a [Crigine de la Naissance des Facades Quadrilees; Les
doubles Racines de la Forme tectonique (The birth of Curtain
Walls from the Spirit of Style: paper read at the 10th conference
IAPS, TU-Delfi 5.-8. July 1988) [dtsch. als Ms: :Die Geburt der Ra-
sterfassaden aus dem Geist des Stils, die doppelten Wurzeln der
tektonischen  FormDOFSBT,  Ziirich]

1988e

The Evoluton of Japanese Art from Agrarian Cult-traditions. Pa-
per read @t the 12th International Congress of Anthropological and
Ethnological Sciences (IUAES): ethnology and architecture,
Zagreb, 24-31 July 1988

19881

Symbolische Pflanzen- und Blutenpfeiler in Architektur und Kult
Altaegyptens (Symbolical Plant- and Blossompillars in Ancient
Egyptian Cult and Architecturg), Ms. DOFSBT Zuerich

1988g

Prangstangen und Pestikerzen der Gegend um Salzburg {resplen-
dent poles and pest candles in the region around Saizburg,
Austria, research-report; Ms. DOFSBT  Zuerich

1988h

L'architecte createur, fondements pour une theorie anthropologi-
que darchitecture. In; ‘A propos de..’ Cahiers dinformation = ate-
lier de premiere anneg - Departement d’architecture, EPFL.

Lausanne

1989a
Japanese Rice-Culture. The misjudged philosophy of agrarian
prehistory. In - Swissair-Gazette.  Zurich, Feb.

1989b

1990b

Omihachiman - The Foundation of a Town: an Ethno-historical Magritte als *Architekturologe: Zur Bedeutung gebauter Environ-

Model: Paper for the International Symposium sTraditional Dwel-
lings and Settlements in a Comparative Perspectivec 7. 10. 4.
1988, Center for Environmental Design Research, Univ of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, In: Traditonal Dwellngs and Settlements. Working
Paper Series vol IV I-15. : 45-68. 1989. Berkeley

1989¢

Botta: La storia e mia buon amica; Mistificazioni delta storia a mo’
di principi compositivi? (Botta History is a good friend of mine.
Falsification of history as design—principle?) In: Gian—-Carlo Cataldi
{ed): Attualita del Primitivo e del Tradizionale in Architetiura. ALI-
NEA editrice, Florence

1989d
Architecture, Movement, Mind. Paper read on July 8th 1989 at the

ments im sogenannten Surrealismus {René Magritle as »architec-
turologistt The Meaning of buit environments, a spatial interpretati-
on of so called ‘Surrealism’). In: Archithese 3/1990

1990c

Siloporthna = The Town of Crooked Ways: The Idea of a Town, a
retrospective Utopia. Paper to be read atIAPS 11th Int. Conferen-
ce METU Ankara 8-12 July

1990d

The domesticated Here and the imaginary Beyond - The Percep-
tion of spatial Relations: An Approach to a cultural anthropological
typology of space concepts. Paper to be read at the meeting of
the *International Association for the Semiotics of Space‘Rese-
arch Center for Architecture and Architecturology’. Univ. of Gene

opening of the Internatiocnal Center of Anthropology Motcovun« va, July 26th-28th

(ICAM) at Motovun, Istria, Yougoslavia

198%

The Master of the Wilderness. the Bear. lives in the upper Part of
our Home - House and World-view of the Ainu. Paper read al
the Third International and Interdisciplinary Forum of Built Form
and Culture Research. 9 =12 Nov 1989, The School of Architec-
ture, the Department of Anthropology and the Hispanic Research
Center at Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona (in press)

1990a

1990e

The Eternally burning Thornbush An Old Testament Revelation
seen in an Ethno-Histcrical Perspective. Paper prepared for the
16th Congress of the International Association for the History of
Religions, Rome, 3rd = 9th September 1990

1990f

Architectural Anthropology = Why do we need a general frame-
work? Paper to be read on the theme:Fjrst World = Third World:

Dualty and Coincidence in Traditional Dwellings and Settlements

Matter, mind and spirit(s), Local Institution and traditional Philoso- at the Second International Conference of the »nternational As-

phy of the Japanese agrarian Village. Structural Ergology and the
japanese Cult of the Village Deity (Uijigami). Paper read at the In-
ternational Conference of the Int. Assoc. of Philosophical Socie-
ties, Jakarta, Jan. 3rd -9th 1990 [in press]

50C. for the Study of Traditional EnvironmentsOct. 4 = 7, Univ, of
California, Berkeley

1990g
Der Untergang ist programmiert; ein geistes-anthropologisch be-
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griindetes Szenario. In: »raum und zeit 9.Jhq./Nr. 48, Nov/Dez.

1990h

Rivestimento = Incrostazions Metabolismo della Forma nello-
pera die Gottfried Semper e Applicarione della sua Tesi principale
nella recente Ricerca anthropologica architetturale (Clothing = In-
crustation = Metabolism of Form in the Work of Gottfried Semper

1991c

1992a

Anthrop-Art. Ansdtze zu einer anthropologisch begriindeten Lici domestique et 'Au-dela imaginaire. Une approche vers yne

Kunstlehre und Kunstwissenschaft. (Anthrop-Art = Approaches
towards an Anthropology of Art). Vorirag gehalten am 5. 10. 91 im
Rahmen der Veranstaltung *Sichtkontakt: - Installationen, Objekte,
neue Musik und Literatur, Duisburg-Rubhrot, BRD

and the Application of his basic Theorv in recent research into 1991g

Architectural Anthropology). In: A, Ambrosi, E. Degano, CA. Zac-
caria {ed): Architettura in Pietra a Secco: Atti del primo Seminario
Intermnazionale "Architettura in Pietra a Secco’, SCHENA EDITORE,
Fasano, Bari, [talia

1990i

Evolutionary Architecture: Nestbuilding Among Higher Apes. In: sin-
ternational Semiotic Spectrurn@ Publication of the Toronto Semio-
tic Circle, Nr. 14, Sept. 1990

1990
Architectural Anthropology. In: Intermational Semiotic Spectrumé
Publication of the Toronto Semiotic Circle, Nr. 14, Sept. 1990

1991a

In der obem Halfte unserer Stube wohnt der Bér, der Herr der
Wildnis. Haus und Welthild der Ainu. In: Thomas Kaiser (ad) *Bi-
renfesk Vom Dialog mit der Wildnis. Die Ainu Hokkaidos. Japan
Vitkerkundemuseum der Universitat Zirich, Zurich

1991b

On the Interpretation of Petroglyphs. An ethno-historical ap-
proach. Paper read at the *Valcamonica Symposium 1994 on
*Prehistoric and Tribal Art; Old World and New World: Convergen-
ces and Divergences. Sept. 20-25 at the »Centro di Studi Preisto-
rici<Capo die Ponte, Valcamonica (BS), ltalia
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Micro- and Macrotheories = The Mosaic of Endless Micro-Theo-
ries and the Function of Macro-theories. Some theoretical notes
on the history of anthropology and on the theory of architecture.
Paper read at the Built Form and Culture Weekend Workshcp
Oct. 17-20, 1991 Miami, Florida, USA

1991e
fe - der homogene Raum und der Archetyp des polar harmoni-

typologie anthropologique des concepts de I'espace. Conlérence
présentée aloccasion de la rencontre de I"Association Internatio-
nale de la Sémiotique de IEspace« au Centre de Recherches
pour tArchitecture et [Archilecturologiec (CRAAL), Univ de
Genéve, Département d' Architecture, Juilet 26-28, 1990

1992h

L'ours, Maitre de [Espace sauvage, vit dans 1a Partie supérieure
de notre Maison, Maison et perception du monde chez les Ainous
du Nord du Japon. Dans: Collection Architectures Tradilionnellest
auc Editions Parenthéses, Marseille

1992¢
Ein Leben fiir Asien. Portrat des bekannten Japanologen und Fo-

schen Raums. Kulturanthropologisch vergleichende Befrachtun- tographen Prof. Fosce Maraini. Gekirzte Fassung gines Inter-

gen Zum traditionellen japanischen Wohnhaus und zum westli-
chen Konzept sallgemeinmenschiiche Bediirtnisseqle = the con-
cept of homogsnous space and the archetype of polar harmo-
nious space. Interculturally comparative notes on the traditional
Japanese dwelling and the Western concept of *human needsd,
In: Deutsche Bauzeitung, Dezember 1991.

1901f
Proboj U kulturno = antropolosku teoriju arhitekture. In: Etnologifa i
arhitektura. Zbornik raadova sa simporija odrzanog U okviru pro-

views ziim 80. Geburtstag von Prof. Fosco Maraini. In: Japan Ma-
gazin 12/92

1992d

La Fonction anthropologique de la Maison doit étre redécouverte
aujourdhui. Notes concernant guelques theories d'espace alle-
mands, en particulier celle dy philsophe Q. F Bollnow [The anthro-
pological function ot the house has to be rediscovered today: no-
tes concerning some German theories of space, in particular that

of 0. F Bollnow). Intervention pour le Réseau *Architecture et An-

grama 12. internadionalnog kongresa antropoloskih i etnoloskih thropologies Paris, Février 27/28, 1992

Znanosti, Zagreb, 28. i 29. srpnja 1988. Zagreb

1991y
Prebivaliste u svemiru. In: Etnclogija i arhitektura. Zbornik raadova

1992e
Yukar = Zur topologischen Interpretation der Ainu-Epen [Yukar =
regarding the topological interpretation of the Ainu epic tradition).

sa simpozija odrzanog u okviru programa 12. intemadionalnog Vortrag gehalten am Vilkerkundemuseum Zirich im Rahmen der
kongresa antropoloskih i etnoloskih  znanosti. Zagreb. 28. i 29. Aussteliung *Bérenfestc am 5. 2. 1992

srpnja 1988, Zagreb




19921 the Archetype of Harmonious Polar Space. Comparative intercul- Japan, Aspekte eings Landes und einer Gesellschaft. [The Ja-
Yukar - Les concepts darchitecture, d'espace et du territoire tural Research into the Spatial Structure of the traditional Japane: panese Festival Axis = an urbanistic experiment. In: Japan,
dans |es chants épiques des Ainous (Yukar the Ainu’s gon- se House. Paper read at the Third International conference of the aspects of a nation and of a society). Werd Vertag, Zurich

cepts of architecture, space and territory in their epic tradition). sinternational Assoc. for the Study of Traditional Environments

Conference au Département darchitecture de [Université de (IASTE), Oct. 14. = 17, Paris

(Gendve dans le cadre du programme ERASMUS, e 27.5. 1992

19929

Otto Friedrich Bollnow's Anthropological Concept of Space. A re-

volutionary new paradigm on the way, Paper prepared for the 5th
International Congress of the Iniernational Association for the Se-
miotics of SpaceHochschule der Kiinste Berlin 29.-31. 7. 1992

1992h

Vom Affennest bis Botta. Was ist Architekturanthropologie? (From
Apes Nest to Botta = What is architectural anthropology?), Semi-
nar vom 3. und 4. Juni in Basel, organisiert vom Fachverein der

1992k

1993c
Architectural  Anthropology = A new anthropological approach.
Paper read at the 13th International Congress of Anthropological

Architectural Anthropology = Research Series, vol. 1 *The Present and Ethnological Sciences, Section »Architectural Anthropology<

Relevance of the Primitive in Architecture (edition in 3 languages:
English French - German). Editions Structura Mundi, Lausanne

19921

Architectural  Anthropology Semantics and Symbolism. Conden-
sed Course at the Centre for Environmental Planning and Techno-

logy (CEPT), Ahmedabad. India, 16. 27.12.1992

1992m

Architekturstudierenden an der ETH Zurich im Rghmen der yon Historicism in Anthropological Methods. Paper read at the |nier-
der >European Architecture Students Assembly: (EASA) unter- disciplinary Seminar on Architectural Anthropology< at the Centre

stiitzen Vorbereitungswoche fiir das Architekturtreffen in der Tiir-
kei vom 23. 16. Aug. 1992

19921

Otto Friedrich Bollnow and the Ontology of Home and Movement
outside. Euclidian Space, Human behavioural Space and the Har-

for Environmental Planning and Technology {CEPT) Ahmedabad,
India, 26./27.12. 1992

1992n
Semantic and Symbolic Architecture in Rural Japan. Paper read

at the Interdisciplinary Seminar on sArchitectural Anthropology< at

monious or Polar Space Concept. Suggestions for the revival of the Centre for Environmental Planning and Technology (CEPT).

fundamental discussion of concepts of space. Paper read at the
Symposium on The Ancient Home and the Modern Internationli-

Ahmedabad. India, 26.727. 12. 1992

zed Home: Dwelling in Scandinaviatniv. of Trondheim. Norway, 1993a
Aug. 20-23. 1992 In: D. N. Benjamin (ed.): *The Ancient Home and Lckalkultur im traditionellen Japan (Local cultures in traditional Ja-
the Modern Internaticnalized Home: Dwelling in Scandinaviadniv  pan). Lectures with practical exercises. Ethnological Department,

of Trondheim, Nov 1992

1992j
le = The modern Western Concept of Homogenous Space and

Univ of Zurich, Summer Semester (April 20th = July 16th 1993)

1993b
Die japanische Festachse Ein stadtebauliches Experiment. In:

Mexico City July 29 - August 5, 1993

1993d

Architectural Anthropology. Compact Seminar. Cultural Centre of
the FlJM Groznjan, Croatia. August 27th -September 5th. 1993

1993e

Architectural Anthropology. Compact Seminar. Oslo School of Ar-
chitecture. 4. 8. October, 1993

1993f

The Indian Connection = Crossing Boundaries in Teaching and
Researching. Outlines of an interculturally cooperative Research
Program. Fifth International and Interdisciplinary Forum on Built

Form & Culture Rescarchdhe Second CSPA Symposium on Ar-
chitectural Practice, Cincinnati, Ohio USA, October 147, 1993

1993y
Zur Entwicklung und Bedeutung ryklisch reproduzierter anthropo-
morpher Gestalten als tempordre Gottersitze aus Schilf und Sttoh

im japanischen Dorf-Schinto. (Some notes ont the development
and the meaning of cyclically reproduced anthropomorphous re-

presentations as temporary seats of gods of reed and straw in
the frame of the Japanese village-Shinto). Vortrag fur das 1l Kol
loquium der Schweizerischen Gesellschaft fur Symbolforschung.
Zurich. 22./23. Oktober 1993
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1993h
The cultural environment as the subject of Architectural Rese-

arch. Presentation prepared for the :Symposium on Architectural

1994d
Architectural  Anthropology Research Series, vol. 2. sFundamen-
fal Aspects of Research into Architectural Anthropology< (3 lan-

Research<Helsinki University of Technology. 8. - 9. November guages: English = French - German). Editions Structura Mundi.

1993

1993

Das Ferng im Nahen = das Nahe im Fernen. Anthrop-Art: Ansat-
ze zu einer menschenkundlich begriindeten Entwurfslehre (The
Far within the Near = the Near within the Far. Anthrop Art: approa-

Lausanne

1994e

La antropologia arquitectdnica: un nuevo enfoque antropclégico.
In: Mari-Jose Amerlinck [ed) *Hacia una antropologia arquitectoni-
caColeccién Jornadas Académicas, Serie Compilaciones, Univer-

ches towards a" anthropologically founded design). Vortrag. sidad de Guadalajara, Mexico

Schule fiir Gestaliung, Berne

1993

Echoing Contexts: What we can learn from Tribal Cultures = An
ethno-historical approach towards a global framework in interpre-
ting rock art. Paper read at the :Glohal Specialists Conference on
Rock Arie at the »ngira Gandhi National Centre for the ArtsiNew-
Delhi, November 29th - December 7th, 1993

1994a
Semantic and Symbolic Architecture. Lecture held at the Centre
for Built EnvironmentCalcuitta, 14th January 1994,

1994b

Semantic Architecture and the Interpretation of prehistoric Rock
Art An ethno—(pre-Jhistorical approach. In: Semioticad00-2/4,
1994 p. 201-266

1994¢

L'ici domestigue et l'au deléd imaginaire. Une typologie anthropolo-
gigue des conceptions de ['espace. In: Pierre Pellegrino (ed): Figu-
fe architecturales et Formes urbaines. Actes du congrés de
Gendve de I'Association Internationale de Sémiotique de IEspace.
Anthropos, Geneva
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