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Vernacular or traditional architecture encompasses most of

the buildings of the world. It is the architecture of the h | d1 .I:
people, rather than for the people. It is not architect- T e Wor S I rSt
designed but is customarily owner-built or community-

built, utilising available resources with traditional erlcyC| Opedl a Of

techniques. This Encyclopedia is the first to show the

remarkable diversity of the buildings constructed and lived h h

in by the people of over a thousand cultures. t e arC I teCture
The first encyclopedia ever compiled on this subject Of the pmpl e

An essential reference work for architects, anthropologists,
geographers, folklorists, planners, historians, conservationists and
all those who work in, or are concerned with, the built environment

Published in three volumes. Volume 1 focuses on the theories,
principles and philosophy that underpin traditional
architecture. Volumes 2 and 3 consider these principles within
specific cultural contexts

Comprehensive in scope, covering traditional or folk buildings
from the Arctic to Australasia, in cultures ranging from
Abelam to the Zuni

All climatic and environmental zones represented, from
montane to desert, lacustrine to riverine, permafrost to oasis

Every kind of group or culture and its architecture is included,
from nomads to pastoralists, peasants to urban dwellers

Architectural and structural details and principles are described
and fully illustrated so that they can be understood by students
of other disciplines. Similarly, anthropological principles
relating to social structure, family and kinship, religion and
belief, are explained where they have bearing on building

As building traditions vary widely within some countries and
extend across the political boundaries of others, the
Encyclopedia considers vernacular architecture within its
cultural rather than its national contexts
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PROSPETTO SEZIONE

Over 750 contributors from more than 80 countries

More than 1,700 photographs, 1,000 line drawings including plans,
diagrams, orthographic and computer-generated projections; 80
regional maps; c. 2,500 pages
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Comparative Lexicon of 500 terms used in the study of vernacular
architecture with translations into French, German, lItalian,
Spanish, Portuguese and Arabic

Glossary of over 1,200 specialist architectural or anthropological
terms

Largest Bibliography to have been published on the subject, with
over 9,000 references
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